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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 07/28/2009. Claims 1-26 
are still pending in the current application. This action is made FINAL. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-26 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant amends the claims and argues that 
the cited references did not disclose wherein the subsequent information request 
comprises additional parameters including at least a time interval. For that reason, a 
new reference is introduced and Gordon et al disclose request from the requesting 
terminal may comprise, for example, a look-ahead request for programming for a time 
period ahead of the current time period, 0050; that means the request for a content may 
be associated with some specific information as a time period or time interval. As a 
result, this action is made final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7,13-14,17-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kambayashi et al in view of Gordon et al, US No. 20070089141 . 

Re claim 1, Kambayashi et al disclose a method of acquiring description data for 
broadcast audiovisual contents(see fig.1), the method comprising: 
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a prior step of acquiring and storing in a receiver terminal at least one initial information 
request(see fig.4, terminal information holding system) comprising an address of at 
least one audiovisual content description server(included but limited to, IP address, 
col.12, lines 13-23); 

a step in which the receiver terminal transmits the subsequent information request to 
the audiovisual content description server(included but not limited to, accesses from an 
audience to the center and distribution of information from the center to the audience at 
audience's request, col. 2, lines 1-3); and 

a step of the receiver terminal receiving description data supplied as a function of 
elements of the subsequent information request(distribution of information from the 
center to the audience at audience's request, col.2, lines 1-3). 

But Kambayashi et al did not explicitly disclose a step in which the receiver terminal 
generates at least one subsequent information request on the basis of the initial 
information request, wherein the subsequent information request comprises additional 
parameters including at least a time interval; wherein during the step of receiving 
description data, the data supplied relates to audiovisual content broadcast in the time 
interval specified in the subsequent information request. 

However, Gordon et al disclose a step in which the receiver terminal generates at 
least one subsequent information request on the basis of the initial information request, 
wherein the subsequent information request comprises additional parameters including 
at least a time interval; wherein during the step of receiving description data, the data 
supplied relates to audiovisual content broadcast in the time interval specified in the 
subsequent information request(Such request from the requesting terminal may 
comprise, for example, a look-ahead request for programming for a time period ahead 
of the current time period, 0050). 
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It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Gordon into the invention of 
Kambayashi for the purpose of making the request more specific in including more 
information to it. 

Re claim 2, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein during the step of receiving 
description data, audiovisual content description data is supplied as a function of a 
relationship between at least one date and time associated with the subsequent 
information request and the broadcast date and time of the contents (see fig. 23, 
broadcast time screen). 

Re claim 3, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein the date and time associated with the 
subsequent information request corresponds to the date and time at which the 
subsequent information request is transmitted (terminal time and event ID contained in 
the terminal information, col. 13, lines 34-35). 

Re claim 4, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein, the subsequent information request as 
transmitted is identical to the initial request (causing the processor to transmit the ID of 
the event and the terminal information to the broadcasting station server through a two- 
way communication line based on the acquired destination information, col. 7, lines 35- 
38). 

Re claim 5, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein during the step of generating the 
subsequent information request, the initial request is extended by specifying at least 
one date and time (see fig. 7, distribution time). 

Re claim 6, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein, during the step of receiving 
description data, the data supplied is that corresponding to audiovisual content 
broadcast at the date and time specified in the subsequent information request (Upon 
receiving the event ID from the event acquisition section 2d-1 , the event generation 
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section 2d-2 reads terminal information such as the currently-selected channel 
information, the terminal ID of the receiving terminal 2, the present time, terminal time, 
and location.col.12, lines 24-28). 

Re claim 7, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein during the step of generating the 
subsequent information request, the initial request is expanded by specifying a number 
of content items and in that during the step of receiving description data, the data 
supplied corresponds to the requested number of audiovisual content items broadcast 
starting from the date and time specified in the subsequent information request (see 
fig. 25, element 2a-4, event starting section; included but not limited to, the number of 
accessing receiving terminals 2 is counted, col. 20, lines 33-46 ). 

Re claim 13, Kambayashi et al disclose , wherein the initial request is downloaded 
from a description server (included but not limited to, see fig. 1 , element 1b; the program 
information is previously downloaded from the broadcasting station server 1c to the 
information storage unit 2e of the receiving terminal, col. 19, and lines 62-64). 

Re claim 14, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein the prior step of acquiring and storing 
an initial step comprises the receiver terminal receiving said initial request via a 
signaling channel associated with an audiovisual content broadcast channel (see fig . 1 ). 

Re claim 17, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein the subsequent information request is 
associated with a single audiovisual content broadcast channel (see fig. 7, channel 1; 
that means every request has a channel associated with it). 

Re claim 18, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein during the step of generating the 
subsequent information request, a set of broadcast channels is defined , and in that 
during the step in which the receiver terminal transmits the subsequent information 
request, as many subsequent information requests are transmitted as there are 
broadcast channels specified in the subsequent information request (see fig. 7; the 
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terminal information comprises channel information of the program information, col. 2, 
lines 59-60; a plurality of broadcasting channel, col. 12, lines 65-66). 

Re claim 19, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein the step of generating the subsequent 
information request, comprises adding at least one selection criterion to the initial 
request (the broadcasting unit 1a updates, e.g., the last figure of the terminal ID, 
changes the terminal designation information, multiplexes terminal control information 
including the updated information with a video signal, and distributes it to the audience, 
Col.20. lines 38-43). 

Re claim 20, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 

Re claim 21 , Kambayashi et al disclose wherein the description server includes 
means for making an initial request available (see fig. 10, receive information from 
server and display it). 

Re claim 22, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein the system includes at least one 
audiovisual content broadcast server said server including means for transmitting initial 
requests together with the broadcast content (multiplexes terminal control information 
including the updated information with a video signal, and distributes it to the audience, 
col.20, lines 38-42; see fig . 1 , element 1c, broadcasting station server ). 

Re claim 23, Kambayashi et al disclose including transmission means for transmitting 
the initial request together with the broadcast content (multiplexes terminal control 
information including the updated information with a video signal, and distributes it to 
the audience, col.20, lines 38-42). 

Re claim 24, Kambayashi et al disclose wherein the transmission means are regular 
transmission means (transmission means for transmitting both the ID of the event and 
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the terminal information acquired by the terminal information acquisition means to the 
broadcasting station server through a two-way communication line based on the 
destination information acquired by the destination information acquisition means, col.4, 
lines 49-54; that means a regular transmission where there is communication in both 
ways). 

Re claim 25, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 
Re claim 26, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 21 . 

Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kambayashi et al in view of Gordon in further view of Legall et al, US No. 6005565. 

Re claim 9, Kambayashi in view of Gordon did not explicitly disclose wherein the time 
interval is defined by a start date and time and by an end date and time. 

However, Legall et al disclose wherein the time interval is defined by a start date and 
time and by an end date and time (start time and end time, col.4, line 7). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Legall into the invention of 
Kambayashi as modified by Gordon for the purpose of knowing the running time of the 
program. 

Re claim 10, Kambayashi in view of Gordon did not explicitly disclose wherein the 
time interval is defined by a start date and time and by duration. 

However, Legall et al disclose wherein the time interval is defined by a start date and 
time (and by duration(duration of the program, col.4, line 8; start time and end time, 
col.4, line 7 ). 
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It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Legall into the invention of 
Kambayashi as modified by Gordon for the purpose of knowing the running time of the 
program. 

Re claim 1 1 , Kambayashi in view of Gordon did not explicitly disclose wherein during 
the request generation step, the initial request is extended by specifying keywords 
corresponding to the names of description elements for broadcast audiovisual content. 

However, Legall et al disclose wherein during the request generation step, the initial 
request is extended by specifying keywords corresponding to the names of description 
elements for broadcast audiovisual content(the information associated with a broadcast 
can be more than just a sequence of keywords. Keywords can be combined with logical 
syntactic operators such as AND, OR and NOT to produce Boolean combinations of 
search terms and to provide a more intelligent query, col. 5, lines 23-28). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Legall into the invention of 
Kambayashi as modified by Gordon for the purpose of making the request more 
specific in including keyword to it. 

Re claim 12, Kambayashi in view of Gordon did not explicitly disclose wherein following 
the step of receiving description data, the method returns to the request generation 
step in order to generate at least one new request associated with a new date and a 
new time corresponding to the end-of-broadcast date and time for the audiovisual 
content for which description data has just been received. 

However, Legall et al disclose wherein following the step of receiving description data, 
the method returns to the request generation step in order to generate at least one new 
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request associated with a new date and a new time corresponding to the end-of- 
broadcast date and time for the audiovisual content for which description data has just 
been received (maintaining logs of searches performed for subsequent references, 
col. 3, lines 6-7; see fig.5, element 516, edit; that means the user can update the search 
by adding new time to a previous search). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Legall into the invention of 
Kambayashi as modified by Gordon for the purpose of keeping track of all requests 
made by the user.. 

Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kambayashi in view of Gordon further in view of Kimchi t al, US No. 20020147814. 

Re claim 15, Kambayashi in view of Gordon did not explicitly disclose wherein the 
step of acquiring and storing an initial request comprises a broadcast server supplying 
an SDP type file corresponding to an address field of a description server. 

However, Kimchi et al disclose wherein the step of acquiring and storing an initial 
request comprises a broadcast server supplying an SDP type file corresponding to an 
address field of a description server (the devices provide a description of their 
capabilities to the terminal server using a protocol such as SDP, H.245, HTML, XML, 
IETF ConnNeg or any proprietary mean, 0078). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Kimchi into the invention of 
Kambayashi as modified by Gordon for the purpose of using file having address 
defining a server. 
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Re claim 16, Kambayashi in view of Gordon did not explicitly disclose wherein the 
description data is supplied in the form of an XML file. 

However, Kimchi et al wherein the description data is supplied in the form of an XML file 
(the devices provide a description of their capabilities to the terminal server using a 
protocol such as SDP, H.245, HTML, XML, IETF ConnNeg or any proprietary mean, 
0078). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Kimchi into the invention of 
Kambayashi as modified by Gordon for the purpose of using XML file as description 
data. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean Duclos Saintcyr whose phone number is 571-270- 
3224. The examiner can normally reach on M-F 7:30-5:00 PM EST. If attempts to reach 
the examiner by telephone are not successful, his supervisor, Brian Pendleton, can be 
reach on 571-272-7527. The fax number for the organization where the application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an 
application may be obtained from the Patent Application Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from either private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see htpp://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97(toll free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, dial 800-786-91 99(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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